
AGENDA

CITY OF WATSONVILLE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Opportunity Through Diversity; Unity Through Cooperation.

The City of Watsonville is dedicated to improving the economic vitality, safety & living environment for the culturally rich 

Watsonville community, by providing leadership for the achievement of community goals & high quality, responsive 

public services.

Americans with Disabilities Act

Rebecca J. Garcia, Mayor, District 5

Trina Coffman-Gomez, Mayor Pro Tempore, District 6

Felipe Hernandez, Council Member, District 1

Aurelio Gonzalez, Council Member, District 2

Lowell Hurst, Council Member, District 3

Francisco Estrada, Council Member, District 4

Ari Parker, Council Member, District 7

Matt Huffaker, City Manager

Alan J. Smith, City Attorney

Beatriz Vázquez Flores, City Clerk

SPECIAL MEETING

City Council Chambers

275 Main Street, Top Floor

Watsonville, CA 95076

Spanish language interpretation is available

The Council Chambers is an accessible facility. If you wish to attend a meeting and you will require assistance in 

order to attend and/or participate, please call the City Clerk's Office at least five (5) days in advance of the meeting 

to make arrangements. The City of Watsonville TDD number is (831) 763-4075.

Meetings are streamed live via the City’s website and archived thereafter. Meetings are also televised live on Charter Cable 

Communications Channel 70 and AT&T Channel 99 and re-broadcast on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. and Saturday at 8:00 a.m. the same 

week of the meeting.

For information regarding this agenda, please call the City Clerk's Office at (831) 768-3040.



City Council Meeting Agenda 10:00 AM March 20, 2020

AGENDA PACKET

AGENDA EN ESPAÑOL (LA AGENDA ESTARÁ DISPONIBLE EN CUANTO 

SE TRADUZCA- WILL BE AVAILABLE ONCE TRANSLATED)

10:00 a.m.

Notice of Teleconferenced Meeting

Pursuant to Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-29-20 regarding COVID-19, members of the Watsonville City 

Council and staff may participate in this meeting by teleconference. To reduce the spread of COVID-19, members 

of the public are encouraged to view the meeting from their homes by video streaming at 

https://watsonville.legistar.com/ or on Channel 70 (Charter) and Channel 99 (AT&T). Public may provide comments 

during the meeting by calling (831) 831-768-3527 while the item is being considered. You may also submit written 

comments in writing by 8:00 a.m. on March 20, 2020. Those attending the meeting in person will be required to 

maintain appropriate social distancing.

 To submit a comment in writing, please email citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org and write “Public Comment” in the 

subject line. Include the item number and title of the item in the body of the email and your comments. If you would 

like the comment to be read out loud at the meeting (not to exceed three minutes), please write “Read Out Loud at 

Meeting” at the top of the email. All comments received by 8:00 a.m. will be included as in the Council Packet on 

the City’s website before the meeting. Those comments received after 8:00 a.m. will be added to the record of the 

meeting.

Anyone Addressing the City Council is asked to fill out a blue card and leave it at the 

podium for recording purposes

 (IF YOU CHALLENGE ANY ACTION APPEARING ON THIS AGENDA IN COURT, YOU 

MAY BE LIMITED TO RAISING ONLY THOSE ISSUES YOU OR SOMEONE ELSE RAISED 

AT THE PUBLIC MEETING DESCRIBED ON THIS AGENDA, OR IN WRITTEN 

CORRESPONDENCE DELIVERED TO THE CITY CLERK BY 3:00 P.M. ON THE MEETING 

DATE, OR DURING THE PUBLIC MEETING.)

1. ROLL CALL

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. PRESENTATIONS & ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

This time is set aside for members of the general public to address the Council on any item not on the Council 

Agenda, which is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City Council. No action or discussion shall be taken 

on any item presented except that any Council Member may respond to statements made or questions asked, or 

may ask questions for clarification.  All matters of an administrative nature will be referred to staff. All matters 

relating to Council will be noted in the minutes and may be scheduled for discussion at a future meeting or referred 

to staff for clarification and report. ALL SPEAKERS ARE ASKED TO FILL OUT A BLUE CARD & LEAVE IT AT 

THE TABLE DESIGNATED NEAR THE PODIUM, GO TO THE PODIUM AND ANNOUNCE THEIR NAME AND 

ADDRESS IN ORDER TO OBTAIN AN ACCURATE RECORD FOR THE MINUTES.
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A. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

B. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE COUNCIL (2 MINUTES EACH)

4. REPORTS TO COUNCIL -- No Action Required

A. COVID-19 ESSENTIAL SERVICES UPDATE

Requested by: City Manager Huffaker

1) Oral Report

2) City Council Clarifying & Technical Questions

3) Public Input

5. CONSENT AGENDA

All items appearing on the Consent Agenda are recommended actions which are considered to be routine and will 

be acted upon as one consensus motion. Any items removed will be considered immediately after the consensus 

motion. The Mayor will allow public input prior to the approval of the Consent Agenda.

Public Input on any Consent Agenda Item

A. MOTION DIRECTING CITY ATTORNEY TO PREPARE RESOLUTION 

APPROVING PAYMENT FOR REPAIR OF THE D8-CATERPILLAR 

BULLDOZER SERVING THE CITY OF WATSONVILLE LANDFILL IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $111,371.65

Requested by: Public Works & Utilities Director Palmisano

Approve Payment for Repair of Bulldozer - ReportAttachments:

B. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF THREE 2020 PETERBILT 

MODEL 520 ROLL-OFF COLLECTION VEHICLES TO BE USED BY THE 

SOLID WASTE DIVISION FROM RUSH TRUCK CENTERS OF 

CALIFORNIA, INC., THROUGH THE PURCHASING AUTHORITY OF THE 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $806,746.80 

($537,831.20 WILL BE FUNDED BY SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE FUND 

FOR FY2018/2019 & $268,915.60 WILL BE FUNDED BY THE SOLID 

WASTE ENTERPRISE FUND FOR FY2019/2020)

Requested by: Public Works & Utilities Director Palmisano
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Purchase of Roll-Off Vehicles - Report

attachment to report - Quote

Purchase of Roll-Off Vehicles - Resolution

Attachments:

C. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF ONE (1) 2021 TYMCO 

MODEL 600 STREET SWEEPER UNIT TO BE USED BY SOLID WASTE 

DIVISION FROM GCS ENVIRONMENTAL EQUIPMENT SERVICES, INC., 

THROUGH THE PURCHASING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF SELMA, 

IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $282,397.05 (FUNDED BY THE SOLID 

WASTE ENTERPRISE FUND FOR FY2019/2020)

Requested by: Public Works & Utilities Director Palmisano

Purchase of Tymco Sweeper - Report

attachment to report - Letter

Purchase of Street Sweeper - Resolution

Attachments:

D. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING $30,000 GRANT FROM MONTEREY 

PENINSULA FOUNDATION FOR THE WATSONVILLE ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCIENCE WORKSHOP & APPROPRIATING SUCH FUNDS TO THE 

SPECIAL GRANTS FUND

Requested by: Public Works & Utilities Director Palmisano

Grant Acceptance from Monterey Peninsula Foundation - Report

Grant Acceptance Monterey Peninsula Foundation - Resolution

Attachments:

6. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS, ORDINANCES, & APPEALS

A. CONSIDERATION OF UNCODIFIED URGENCY ORDINANCE ENACTING 

A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON EVICTIONS DUE TO  NONPAYMENT 

OF RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL RENT FOR TENANTS WHERE 

THE FAILURE TO PAY RENT RESULTS FROM INCOME LOSS 

RESULTING FROM THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

Temp Moratorium on Evictions - Report

Temp Moratorium on Evictions - Urgency Ordinance

EMail - Moratorium on Evictions for COVID-19 Now!

Attachments:

1) Staff Report

2) City Council Clarifying & Technical Questions
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3) Public Hearing

4) Motion Whether to Approve Staff Recommendation:

ADOPTING UNCODIFIED URGENCY ORDINANCE ENACTING A TEMPORARY 

MORATORIUM ON EVICTIONS DUE TO  NONPAYMENT OF RESIDENTIAL AND 

COMMERCIAL RENT FOR TENANTS WHERE THE FAILURE TO PAY RENT 

RESULTS FROM INCOME LOSS RESULTING FROM THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS 

(COVID-19)

5) City Council Deliberation on Motion(s)

8. EMERGENCY ITEMS ADDED TO AGENDA

9. REQUESTS & SCHEDULING FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

10. ADJOURNMENT

Pursuant to Section 54954.2(a)(1) of the Government Code of the State of California, this agenda was posted at 

least 72 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting at a public place freely accessible to the public 24 hours a day 

and on the City of Watsonville website at www.cityofwatsonville.org.

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Council after distribution of the agenda packet are 

available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office (275 Main Street, 4th Floor) during normal business hours. 

Such documents are also available on the City of Watsonville website at www.cityofwatsonville.org subject to staff’s 

ability to post the document before the meeting.
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City of Watsonville 

Public Works Department 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 

DATE:  March 3, 2020 

 

TO:   Matthew D. Huffaker, City Manager 

 

FROM:  Steve Palmisano, Director Public Works & Utilities 
Mike Rivera, Solid Waste Division Manager 

 

SUBJECT:  Motion directing the City Attorney to prepare resolution 
Approving Payment for Repair of the D8-Caterpillar Bulldozer 
serving the City of Watsonville Landfill in the amount of 
$111,371.65  

 

AGENDA ITEM:      March 20, 2020    City Council 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommend that the City Council by motion direct the City Attorney to prepare 
resolution approving payment in the amount of $111,371.65 for the repair of the City of 
Watsonville Landfill’s D8-Caterpillar bulldozer. 

 
PROGRAM BACKGROUND: 
In March 2019, the City of Watsonville received approval from CalRecycle of a 9-foot 
height extension of the landfill’s phase III cell from 325’ to 334’.  This increase added an 
additional 11,000 tons of airspace to the Phase-III cell.  The last day of acceptance of 
waste into phase-III is December 31, 2020.  Closure of phase-III begins December 31, 
2021.    
 
To prepare the landfill to handle the additional waste, the city dozer was in need of 
maintenance and repair of the undercarriage.  At a disposal rate of $36.88 per ton to 
Monterey Regional Waste Management District for Municipal Solid Waste disposal, 
diverting the city waste to our landfill would save significant dollars for the city.  In 2019, 
7,000 tons of solid waste was disposed in the City of Watsonville landfill for a diversion 
$258,160 that would have been paid to Monterey Regional Waste Management District 
for disposal.   
 
With our repaired dozer and approximately, 4,000 tons of airspace remaining, the city 
will begin diverting our trucks to fill the landfill before the December 31, 2020 waste 
acceptance deadline.  After this date, all waste trucks must dispose of waste at 
Monterey Regional Waste Management District.  The landfill will still receive 
yard/woodwaste for processing.  During and after the closure of phase III, the dozer 
will still be required on-site for maintenance and monitoring work/projects at the 
landfill. 
 



DISCUSSION: 
In August 2019, the D8-Caterpillar dozer was transported to Peterson Caterpillar in San 
Martin, CA for replacement of the undercarriage. This included the installation of new 
dozer tracks, sprockets, wheels and shoes.  Due to the age of the dozer, the original 
tracks were no longer available.  A wider track was used which increased the original 
invoice cost. 
 
During the equipment replacement and repair, it was discovered that additional items 
were worn and required replacement.  Final cost for all work performed increased to 
$111,371.65.  The dozer is a necessary piece of equipment for the landfill to maintain 
compliance, safety and operational efficiency.   
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

This equipment repair supports the City council’s strategic plan Goals in Focus Area 3, 
Infrastructure and Environment.  

 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
The $111,371.65  cost for repair will come out of the Solid Waste Funds operating 
budget under Repair and Maintenance ( 0740 575 7324 00000).  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
None 

 
cc: City Attorney 
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City of Watsonville 
Public Works 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

DATE:  March 18, 2020 
 
TO:   Matthew D. Huffaker, City Manager 
 
FROM: Steve Palmisano, Director of Public Works and Utilities 

Enrique Vasquez, Municipal Services Operations Manager 
Mike Rivera, Solid Waste Manager 

 
SUBJECT: Authorization for the purchase of three (3) Roll-Off vehicles for 

the Solid Waste Division in the amount of $806,746.80 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  March 20, 2020 City Council
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the purchase of three 
(3) 2020 Peterbilt Model 520 Roll-Off collection vehicles for use by the Solid Waste 
Division. 
 
DISCUSSION:  

The Solid Waste Division will utilize the Roll-Off vehicles to service the City’s commercial 

businesses in the collection of their solid waste and recyclables. The purchase of these 

vehicles was included in the approved Capital Improvement budget for both FY2018-19 

and FY2019-20. 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council waive the formal competitive bidding procedure and 
authorize to use “piggyback” pricing from a June 2019 Peterbilt Model 520 purchase by the 
City of Los Angeles. Rush Truck Centers of California, Inc. was awarded the contract (See 
attachment) and is honoring the same cost for the City of Watsonville. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

Goal 3: Infrastructure and Environment. Long-Range Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

The purchase price for each vehicle (which includes freight and sales tax) is $268,915.60. 
One is to be paid out of the FY2019-20 budget from the following account: 740-912-7805-
14421. The two other trucks are to be funded via a carryover from the FY2018-19 budget in 
the amount of $537,831.20 and also to be appropriated from account 740-912-7805-14421.  
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ALTERNATIVES:  

City Council may decide not to approve the purchase request, however, the current 
vehicles in use have reached their useful life cycle (five years) and a continuation of their 
deployment would most likely adversely affect service delivery as breakdowns begin to 
occur more frequently.   
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1: Peterbilt – Rush Truck Centers of California, Inc. – Price Quote dated 06.11.2019 
 
 
 
cc: City Attorney 
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RESOLUTION   NO. (CM) 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WATSONVILLE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF THREE (3) 2020 
PETERBILT MODEL 520 ROLL-OFF COLLECTION VEHICLES TO BE 
USED BY THE SOLID WASTE DIVISION FROM RUSH TRUCK CENTERS 
OF CALIFORNIA, INC., THROUGH THE PURCHASING AUTHORITY OF 
THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$806,746.80, WHICH INCLUDES FREIGHT AND SALES TAX ($537,831.20 
WILL BE FUNDED BY THE SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE FUND FOR 
FY2018/2019 AND $268,915.60 WILL BE FUNDED BY THE SOLID WASTE 
ENTERPRISE FUND FOR FY2019/2020) 

 
WHEREAS, Section 3-5.04 of the Watsonville Municipal Code authorizes 

the purchase of contracting for specified supplies, services, and equipment on a 

competitive bidding basis independently of the purchasing officer upon approval of 

the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 119-92 (CM) adopted by City Council on April 

14, 1992, authorizes the City Manager to participate in the purchasing authority of 

other California public agencies using a competitive bid process similar to that of 

the City of Watsonville; and 

WHEREAS, City staff has evaluated the bid process used by the City of Los 

Angeles and determined that its bid process is similar to that of the City of 

Watsonville. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA, AS FOLLOWS: 

That the Council hereby authorizes the purchase of three (3) 2020 Peterbilt 

Model 520 Roll-Off collection vehicles to be used by the Solid Waste Division of Public 

Works and Utilities from Rush Truck Centers of California Inc., through the purchasing 

authority of the City of Los Angeles, in an amount not to exceed $806,746.80 funded 



Reso No. ________ (CM) 
C:\Users\legistar\AppData\Local\Temp\BCL Technologies\easyPDF 8\@BCL@7C0EF98C\@BCL@7C0EF98C.docx  
ri 3/18/2020 5:29:06 PM AJS______ MDH ______  PWU ______ 

 
 

by the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund [0740] for FY2018/2019 and FY2019/2020. 

 

 ***********************************  
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City of Watsonville 
Public Works and Utilities 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

 
 
DATE:  March 18, 2020 
 
TO:   Matthew D. Huffaker, City Manager 
 
FROM: Steve Palmisano, Director of Public Works and Utilities 

Enrique Vasquez, Municipal Services Operations Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Authorization for the purchase of a street sweeper unit for the 

Solid Waste Division of Public Works and Utilities in the 
amount of $282,397.05 

 
AGENDA ITEM:  March 20, 2020 City Council
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  

Staff recommends that the City Council adopt a resolution authorizing the purchase 
of one new TYMCO Model 600 street sweeper unit to be used by the Solid Waste 
Division of Public Works and Utilities in the amount of $282,397.05. 
 
DISCUSSION:  

The Solid Waste Division will utilize the new TYMCO Model 600 sweeper unit to 
replace an old 2004 TYMCO street sweeper which will be retired and auctioned off, 
as it is coming to the end of its useful life.  
 
The proposed purchase will utilize a low bid from the City of Selma (BID # RFP 10-
28-19, purchase order number PW 18-7060GCS) to purchase the street sweeper 
from Environmental Equipment Services Inc. through the piggyback policy 
authorized by City ordinance.  
 
STRATEGIC PLAN: 

The purchase of the street sweeper unit is consistent with the City Council Strategic 
Plan, Goal 3 Infrastructure and Environment.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

This purchase was identified in the Capital Improvement Projects and budgeted for 
the 2019-20 fiscal year in account 740-912-7805-14355. It will be paid from the Solid 
Waste Enterprise Fund. 
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ALTERNATIVES:  

City Council may decide not to approve the purchase request or it may direct staff to 
continue utilizing the current aging street sweeper. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1) GCS Environmental Equipment Services Inc. piggyback letter 
 
 
 

cc: City Attorney 



 

 
 
February 24, 2020 

 

City of Watsonville 
320 Harvest Drive 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

Attention Mr. Enrique Vazquez, Operations Manager 
Phone 831-234-5138 Email: Enrique.vazquez@cityofwatsonville.org 
 

 

 

GCS Environmental Equipment Services Inc. will allow the City of Watsonville to purchase 
additional New TYMCO Model 600 off of the City of Selma Bid. 
  
Bid # RFP 10-28-19 
Purchase Order Number PW 18-7060 
 

 
Itemized list of optional equipment: 
TYMCO Model 600 
High Capacity Dust Separator 
Hopper Split Screen  
Abrasion Protection Package  
Stainless Steel Limb Guard Curb Side  
Auxiliary Hydraulic System 
Double DUO Skid Shoes w/3” Ramps  
Pick-Up Head Hydraulic Curtain Lifter (heavy Leaf removal) 
Pressure Transition Clean Out Port for Turning Vanes  
Gutter Broom Tilt Adjusters Left & Right Sides 
Variable speed gutter brooms 
COMDEX Extra Water Capacity 330 gallons 
Low Emission Package PM10 Certified Per Rule 1186 
Dump Switch in Cab 
AOD Heavy Duty Water System 
Auto Sweep Interrupt System w/Overspeed 
Leaf Pressure Bleeder with gauge 
Gutter Broom Tilt L&R 
LED Floodlights each gutter broom 
LED Floodlight 1 curb side pick-up head  
Amber Beacon LED Rear w/L360BGB Guard 
Pick-Up Head Water Blast System  
Spare Tire and Wheel  
Three Camera’s and Colored Monitor / Provision 3rd eye. 
 
Truck Chassis Freightliner Model M2-106 Year 2021 / Dual Steering 
260 HP Engine / 12,000 lb. front axle 
Allison 3500 RDS Transmission 
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Factory Installed A/C 
AM/FM Stereo System 
Two (2) Air Ride Seats 
Air Horns 
Chassis Engine Hour Meter 
Cleaning Tool Bracket 
LED Lights – Stop/Turn/Tail/Clearance 
LED Rear Lights 
Traffic Directional Light – LED  
Back Up Alarm  
Chrome Package 
Sweeper Operator Manuals 
Sweeper Parts / Services Manuals 
Sweeper Training DVD 
 
 
 
City of Watsonville Piggy Back Price Per above specifications  
Sale $258,487.00 
Sales Tax @ 9.25% $23,910.05 
Total Sale Price $282,397.05 
 
FOB: Watsonville Ca 
TERMS: Net 30 
DELIVERY: Estimate 150-180 Days ARO 
 

 
We appreciate the opportunity to present this proposal and look forward to being further and continued 

service. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tracy R. Pinkston / CEO 

GCS Environmental Equipment Services Inc. 

121 East Street Woodland, CA 95776 

Office (530) 402-1850 

Fax (530) 402-1851 

Mobile (530) 681-1752 

Email: tracygcs@aol.com 

Web Site: gcsees.com 
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RESOLUTION   NO. (CM) 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WATSONVILLE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) 2021 
TYMCO MODEL 600 STREET SWEEPER UNIT TO BE USED BY THE 
SOLID WASTE DIVISION FROM GCS ENVIRONMENTAL EQUIPMENT 
SERVICES, INC., THROUGH THE PURCHASING AUTHORITY OF THE 
CITY OF SELMA, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $282,397.05 
(FUNDED BY THE SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE FUND FOR 
FY2019/2020) 

 
WHEREAS, Section 3-5.04 of the Watsonville Municipal Code authorizes 

the purchase of contracting for specified supplies, services, and equipment on a 

competitive bidding basis independently of the purchasing officer upon approval of 

the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 119-92 (CM) adopted by City Council on April 

14, 1992, authorizes the City Manager to participate in the purchasing authority of 

other California public agencies using a competitive bid process similar to that of 

the City of Watsonville; and 

WHEREAS, City staff has evaluated the bid process used by the City of 

Selma and determined that its bid process is similar to that of the City of Watsonville. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA, AS FOLLOWS: 

That the Council hereby authorizes the purchase of one (1) 2021 TYMCO 

Model 600 street sweeper unit to be used by the Solid Waste Division of Public Works 

and from GCS Environmental Equipment Services Inc., through the purchasing 

authority of the City of Selma, in an amount not to exceed $282,397.05 funded by the 

Solid Waste Enterprise Fund [0740] for FY2019/2020. 

 **************************************  
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City of Watsonville 
Public Works and Utilities 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

 
DATE:    February 24, 2020 
 
TO:     Matthew D. Huffaker, City Manager 
 

FROM:   Steve Palmisano, Public Works and Utilities Director 
Darren Gertler, Environmental Science Workshop Coordinator 

 

SUBJECT:   Acceptance of a $30,000 grant from the Monterey Peninsula  
   Foundation on behalf of the Chevron Eagles for Education to  
   support the City's Science Environmental Workshop 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  March 20, 2020  
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Staff recommends that City Council accept a $30,000 grant from the Monterey 
Peninsula Foundation on behalf of the Chevron Eagles for Education Grant to support 
the operation of the Environmental Science Workshop.  
 

DISCUSSION:  
The Environmental Science Workshop (ESW) located on Second Street has been a 
valuable community resource since 1997.  Every  year the ESW serves over 5,000 
youth.  The grant funds will go to support the employment of part-time staff, including 
the teenage employees that make the ESW such a successful program.   
 

STRATEGIC PLAN:  
This grant supports the strategic plan, Goal 5.G.1 Community Engagement & Well-
Being - Science Workshop 
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:  
This $30,000 grant will provide part time staff to bolster the ESW 2nd Street Workshop.   
No General Funds are used. 
 

ALTERNATIVES:  
If this grant is denied the Science Workshop would need to pursue alternate funding 
sources in order to sustain the current programs.  
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ATTACHMENTS:  
None 
 
 
 
cc: City Attorney 
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RESOLUTION NO. _________ (CM) 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WATSONVILLE ACCEPTING THE $30,000 GRANT FROM MONTEREY 
PENINSULA FOUNDATION, A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION, FOR THE 
WATSONVILLE ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE WORKSHOP; 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
ANY NECESSARY DOCUMENTS; AND APPROPRIATING SUCH 
FUNDS TO THE SPECIAL GRANTS FUND 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Watsonville was awarded a $30,000 grant from Monterey 

Peninsula Foundation through their partnership with Chevron and the Eagles for 

Education program for the Watsonville Environmental Science Workshop which will be 

used to cover cost of part-time staff.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the $30,000 grant from Monterey Peninsula Foundation, a non-profit 

corporation, for the Watsonville Environmental Science Workshop to be used to cover 

cost of part-time staff, is hereby accepted.  

2. That the City Manager of the City of Watsonville is hereby authorized and 

directed to execute in the name of the City of Watsonville, any and all documents 

required by Monterey Peninsula Foundation including any extensions or amendments 

thereof in order to implement this agreement. 

3. That the $30,000 grant is hereby appropriated to the Special Grants Fund 

[0260]. 

************************************ 



City of Watsonville 
City Attorney 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

DATE:  March 18, 2020 
 
TO:   City Council 
 
FROM: Alan J. Smith, City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT: COVID-19 CAUSED EVICTIONS 
 
AGENDA ITEM:  March 20, 2020 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
Staff recommends adopting the attached uncodified ordinance prohibiting evictions in 
the City of Watsonville to the extent attributable to the consequences of COVID-19 and 
directing that utilities not be disconnected or late fees charged for the consequences of 
COVID-19 

 
RECENT EVENTS 

On January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a public 
health emergency of international concern.  

On January 31, 2020, the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services 
declared a Public Health Emergency.  

On March 4, Governor Newsom signed Executive Order N-25-20 proclaiming a State of 
Emergency to exist in California as a result of the threat of COVID-19 

On March 10, 2020, the Council declared a public health emergency from COVID-19.  

On March 13, 2020 the County Superintendent of Schools closed all schools in the 
County of Santa Cruz. 

On March 16. Governor Newsom signed Executive Order N-28-20 restricting residential 
evictions. 

Also, on March 16, Santa Cruz County Health Officer Gail Newel issued a shelter in 
place order enforceable by the Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office and local police 
chiefs.  The Order directed all individuals to shelter in their place of residence unless 
they must obtain or perform vital services.  All businesses, except essential businesses 
(as defined), are required to cease all activities at facilities located within the County. 
The order is effective on March 17, 2020 and will remain in place until April 7, 2020. 

As of March 17, there are 13 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Santa Cruz County. The 
number of cases is expected to grow rapidly.  
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DISCUSSION: 

Due to directives from federal, state and local health officials, public and private events 
have been cancelled, schools have been closed, and residents have been advised to 
avoid public gatherings and work from home to prevent the spread of this disease.  

Restaurant and retail business has significantly declined, and parents miss work to care 
for home-bound school-age children, resulting in workers being impacted by lost wages 
and layoffs. The loss of wages caused by the effects of COVID-19 will impact a tenant’s 
ability to pay rent when due, leaving tenants vulnerable to eviction and homelessness.  

Beginning around the second week of March, many local governments throughout the 
country passed resolutions, executive orders, and ordinances to protect local tenants – 
both residential and small businesses. On March 16th, Governor Gavin Newsom signed 
Executive Order N-28-20, which avoided a state-wide response to the issue, and 
instead allowed local governments to “impose substantive limitations on residential or 
commercial evictions” related to COVID-19. 

This report lays out various aspects of an eviction for nonpayment moratorium to be 
considered by the Council and compares how other California cities have addressed 
these issues. 

DURATION OF MORATORIUM  

Given the rapidly changing and unpredictable nature of this crisis, the proposed 
Ordinance simply states that it will be in effect for the duration of the local emergency. If 
a specific time limit is placed on it, it could place an unnecessary burden on the Council 
to renew it after, for example, 30 days, or repeal it if the time limit placed ends up being 
longer than necessary. 

Table 1 

Examples of duration of eviction moratorium 

Hermosa Beach Unclear – over 30 days 

Los Angeles Duration of the local emergency 

Sacramento* Duration of the local emergency 

San Francisco 30 days or end of local emergency, whichever comes first 

San Jose 6-month ordinance, but the resolution must be renewed every 30 days 

Santa Monica Duration of the local emergency 

State Executive Order Until May 31st 

AFFECTED PROPERTIES 

While most cities only protect residential tenants, the proposed Ordinance protects 
residential and commercial tenants. The City’s commitment to maintaining a vibrant 
local economy is not possible without supporting small business owners. Governor 
Newsom’s March 16 Executive Order1 notes that “local jurisdictions may also 
determine, based on their particular needs, that promoting stability amongst commercial 
tenancies is also conducive to public health[.]” 

                                                 
1 Executive Order N-28-20 
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Table 2 

Examples of types of tenants protected 

Hermosa Beach Commercial properties only 

Los Angeles Residential properties only 

Sacramento Residential properties only 

San Francisco Residential properties only 

San Jose Residential properties only 

Santa Monica Does not specify, but appears to be only residential 

Executive Order N-28-20 Both 

CIRCUMSTANCES/PROOF REQUIRED TO QUALIFY FOR PROTECTION 

The language in the proposed Ordinance draws from the Governor’s Executive Order 
N-28-20, which states that circumstances for “affected tenants” can be defined as 
including, but  not limited to, a substantial decrease in household income caused by 
layoffs or a reduction in the number of compensable hours of work, or a substantial 
decrease in business income caused by a reduction in opening hours or consumer 
demand), or substantial out-of-pocket medical expenses; and the decrease in 
household or business income or the out-of-pocket medical expenses described in 
subparagraph (I) was caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, or by any local, state, or 
federal occupation thereof. 

Cities range in the types of documentation that could be used to verify financial impacts. 
While it helps to be clear about what qualifies, it should be taken into consideration that 
this is a busy and confusing time for all, and it may be difficult for tenants to collect 
appropriate and cohesive documentation in a short amount of time. Including language 
that notes that the list is “not limited” helps to address these concerns. Additionally, staff 
could prepare outreach materials for both tenants and landlords that give more detail 
about the process. 

Table 4 

Examples of documentation/process required to qualify for eviction protection 

Hermosa Beach Appropriate documentation to support the claim 

Los Angeles Documentation not specified 

Sacramento* To take advantage of the protections afforded under this subsection D, a 
tenant must do all the following: a. Notify the landlord in writing before 
the day rent is due that the tenant has a covered reason for delayed 
payment; b. Provide the landlord with verifiable documentation to 
support the assertion of a covered reason for delayed payment; and c. 
Pay the portion of rent that the tenant is able to pay. 

San Francisco The tenant must provide notice to the landlord within 30 days after the 
date that rent was due that the tenant is unable to pay rent due to 
financial impacts related to COVID-19. Within one week of providing 
notice, the tenant shall provide the landlord documentation. If the tenant 
does not provide evidence of financial impacts related to COVID-19, the 
landlord may attempt to proceed [with eviction]. 

San Jose 1. Letter from employer citing COVID-19 as a reason for reduced work 
hours or termination; 2. Employer paycheck stubs; 3. Bank statement. 
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(not exclusive) 

Santa Monica The tenant, within 30 days after the date that rent is due, notifies the 
landlord in writing of lost income and inability to pay full rent due to 
financial impacts related to COVID-19, and provides documentation to 
support the claim. 

State Executive Order Documentation not specified. 

REPAYING PAST-DUE RENT 

This Ordinance does not deny landlords the rent they are due, it simply defers payment 
for a period of time so that tenants may be more financially stable and able to pay. 
Tenants (both commercial and residential) will probably not be able to pay all past rent 
immediately upon returning to work. Depending on the length and severity of this crisis, 
this piece of the Ordinance may need to be amended in the future; if tenants are out of 
work for several months, it might take more than six months to repay their delinquent 
rent, and a more sophisticated repayment plan and procedure may prove necessary. 
For now, this piece is included in order to alert landlords and tenants that rent is 
expected to be paid. 

Table 5 

Examples of requirements and timeline for paying past-due rent 

Hermosa Beach N/A 

Los Angeles Tenants will have up to six months following the expiration of the local 
emergency period to repay any back due rent. 

Sacramento* The tenant must pay rent in the amount net of their income loss and to 
pay back rent within 120 days after the end of our local emergency 
declaration. Landlords could still impose late fees. 

San Francisco Up to six months before the landlord may recover possession due to 
those missed rent payments. The tenant shall pay the rent in one moth if 
able to do so; however, if the tenant remains unable to pay rent due to 
the financial impacts related to COVID-19, the tenant may provide the 
landlord another notice and additional documentation pursuant to 
subsections (a) and (c) and thereby extend the payment date [in 
essence, tenant must resubmit documentation every month for the 6 
months]. 

San Jose None – will be addressed in a future ordinance 

Santa Monica The landlord may seek the unpaid rent after the expiration of the local 
emergency and the tenant must pay within six months of the expiration 
of the local emergency. A landlord may not charge or a collect a late fee 
for rent that is delated for the reasons state in this order. 

State Executive Order Nothing in this Order shall relieve a tenant of the obligation to pay rent, 
nor restrict a landlord’s ability to recover rent due. 

 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 
Some municipalities have also included provisions for water, sewer and solid waste 
utilities to waive late fees or prohibit utility shut offs. The precedent for this comes from 
other cities as well as Governor’s Newsome’s Executive Order. The City has already 
implemented proactive measures administratively to waive late fees and freeze utility 
shut-offs for the duration of the local emergency. However, utility customers will 
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continue to be responsible for paying for their utility services, including any late 
payments that may occur during this state of emergency.  
 
EMERGENCY ORDINANCE: 

This ordinance is an urgency ordinance that will go into effect immediately and not 
require a second reading. The authority for this is Section 602 of the City Charter2  This 
Ordinance requires five affirmative votes to pass.  

 
Links: 

1. Hermosa Beach 
2. Los Angeles 
3. Oakland – voted to send a letter to Alameda County Superior Court asking the 

court to pause all ongoing eviction cases and reject new filings until the council’s 
next meeting on April 7, ordinance will be brought to that meeting. 

4. Sacramento *Had not yet been voted on – meeting on 3/17 
5. San Francisco 
6. San Jose 
7. Santa Monica 
8. Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-28-20 

 
 
Attachment(s): 
 

1) Table 7 – Matrix of California Cities’ Tenant Protection Measures for COVID-
19 affected tenants.  

 

                                                 
2 SECTION 602. ORDINANCES: EMERGENCY. Any ordinance declared by the Council to be necessary as an 
emergency measure for preserving the public peace, health or safety, and containing a statement of the reasons for 
its urgency, may be introduced and adopted at one and the same meeting if passed by at least five (5) affirmative 
votes. 

https://www.hermosabeach.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/6700/
https://www.lamayor.org/sites/g/files/wph446/f/article/files/Mayor%20Garcetti%20Emergency%20Order%20-%20March%2015%202020.pdf
https://sacramento.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=21&event_id=3649&meta_id=579565
https://sfmayor.org/sites/default/files/SupplementalDeclaration2_03132020_stamped.pdf
https://sanjose.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4393499&GUID=F8CBFD06-24F4-4640-9CB4-50E22DFE392E
https://www.santamonica.gov/Media/Default/CMO/Supplement_1_-_Local_Emergency_-_COVID_19_-_Evictions_and_Fees.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.16.20-Executive-Order.pdf
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Table 7 
Matrix of California cities’ tenant protection measures for COVID-19 affected tenants 
City Duration Type of 

Tenant 
Defining “Affected Tenants” Repayment of missed rent 

Hermosa 
Beach 

Unclear – over 
30 days 

Commercial 
properties only 

Appropriate documentation to support the 
claim 

N/A 

Los Angeles Duration of 
the local 
emergency 

Residential 
properties only 

Documentation not specified Tenants will have up to six months following the 
expiration of the local emergency period to repay 
any back due rent. 

Sacramento* Duration of 
the local 
emergency 

Residential 
properties only 

To take advantage of the protections 
afforded under this subsection D, a tenant 
must do all the following: a. Notify the 
landlord in writing before the day rent is 
due that the tenant has a covered reason 
for delayed payment; b. Provide the 
landlord with verifiable documentation to 
support the assertion of a covered reason 
for delayed payment; and c. Pay the 
portion of rent that the tenant is able to 
pay. 

The tenant must pay rent in the amount net of their 
income loss and to pay back rent within 120 days 
after the end of our local emergency declaration. 
Landlords could still impose late fees. 

San 
Francisco 

30 days or end 
of local 
emergency, 
whichever 
comes first 

Residential 
properties only 

The tenant must provide notice to the 
landlord within 30 days after the date that 
rent was due that the tenant is unable to 
pay rent due to financial impacts related to 
COVID-19. Within one week of providing 
notice, the tenant shall provide the 
landlord documentation. If the tenant does 
not provide evidence of financial impacts 
related to COVID-19, the landlord may 
attempt to proceed [with eviction]. 

Up to six months before the landlord may recover 
possession due to those missed rent payments. The 
tenant shall pay the rent in one moth if able to do 
so; however, if the tenant remains unable to pay 
rent due to the financial impacts related to COVID-
19, the tenant may provide the landlord another 
notice and additional documentation pursuant to 
subsections (a) and (c) and thereby extend the 
payment date [in essence, tenant must resubmit 
documentation every month for the 6 months]. 

San Jose 6-month 
ordinance, the 
resolution 
must be 
renewed every 
30 days 

Residential 
properties only 

1. Letter from employer citing COVID-19 
as a reason for reduced work hours or 
termination; 2. Employer paycheck stubs; 
3. Bank statement. (not exclusive) 

None – will be addressed in a future ordinance 
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Table 7 
Matrix of California cities’ tenant protection measures for COVID-19 affected tenants 
City Duration Type of 

Tenant 
Defining “Affected Tenants” Repayment of missed rent 

Santa 
Monica 

Duration of 
the local 
emergency 

Does not specify, 
but appears to be 
only residential 

The tenant, within 30 days after the date 
that rent is due, notifies the landlord in 
writing of lost income and inability to pay 
full rent due to financial impacts related to 
COVID-19, and provides documentation 
to support the claim. 

The landlord may seek the unpaid rent after the 
expiration of the local emergency and the tenant 
must pay within six months of the expiration of the 
local emergency. A landlord may not charge or a 
collect a late fee for rent that is delated for the 
reasons state in this order. 

State 
Executive 
Order 

Until May 
31st 

Both Documentation not specified. Nothing in this Order shall relieve a tenant of the 
obligation to pay rent, nor restrict a landlord’s 
ability to recover rent due. 
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ORDINANCE NO.                (CM) 

AN UNCODIFIED URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF WATSONVILLE ENACTING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM 
ON EVICTIONS DUE TO NONPAYMENT OF RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL RENT FOR TENANTS WHERE THE FAILURE TO PAY 
RENT RESULTS FROM INCOME LOSS RESULTING FROM THE NOVEL 
CORONAVIRUS (COVID 19)  
 

[Urgency Ordinance Requires 5 Affirmative Votes1] 
 

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY2 
 
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, the Governor proclaimed a State of Emergency in 

California due to the threat of Coronavirus Disease 2019 (“COVID-19”); and 

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the Council declared a public health emergency 

in the City of Watsonville due to COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, due to directives from federal, state, and local health officials, the 

public has been advised to avoid public gatherings and stay at home to prevent the 

spread of this disease; and 

WHEREAS, the City has been impacted by the health crisis of this global 

pandemic. Sporting events, concerts, plays, and conferences have been cancelled. 

School closures have occurred and continue to be in effect.  As of March 17, 2020, 

many employees have been restricted to their home by Santa Cruz County’s shelter in 

place directive. As a result, restaurant and retail business has significantly declined and 

many workers and businesses have been impacted by lost income, wages and layoffs. 

Parents must miss work to care for home-bound school-age children. As the virus 

spreads, workers may have to stay home for extended periods; and 

                                            
1 Section 602 of Watsonville Municipal Code 
2 supra 
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WHEREAS, over fifty-eight percent (58%) of residential households in 

Watsonville are renters and many tenants have experienced sudden income loss, and 

further income impacts are anticipated. The loss of wages caused by the effects of 

COVID-19 may impact tenants’ ability to pay rent when due, leaving tenants vulnerable 

to eviction; and 

WHEREAS, providing tenants with a short-term protection from eviction due to 

the inability to pay rent will help avoid increasing the homeless population, stabilize the 

rental housing market by reducing displacement, and help to protect the health and 

well-being of the whole community during this state of emergency; and 

WHEREAS, during this state of emergency, and in the interests of protecting the 

public health and preventing transmission of the coronavirus, it is essential to avoid 

unnecessary displacement of commercial and residential tenants. Prohibiting evictions 

on a temporary basis is needed until the spread of the virus can be minimized and the 

emergency restrictions lifted.  

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA, DOES 

HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 SECTION 1. ENACTMENT. 
 

No landlord shall endeavor to evict a tenant, commercial or residential, for 

nonpayment of rent if the tenant, in accordance with this Section 1, demonstrates that 

the inability to pay rent is due to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), the state of 

emergency regarding COVID-19, or following government-recommended COVID-19 

precautions. A tenant’s loss of income must be due to any one or more of the following: 

(a)  tenant was sick with COVID-19 or caring for a household or family 

member who is sick with COVID-19;  
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(b)  tenant experienced a lay-off, loss of hours, or other income reduction 

resulting from COVID-19 or the state of emergency; 

(c)  tenant’s compliance with a recommendation from a government agency to 

stay home, self-quarantine, or avoid congregating with others during the state of 

emergency; or 

(d)  tenant’s need to miss work to care for a home-bound school-age child. 

(e)  tenant’s need to miss work to care for a family member that is deemed 

high risk of severe illness from COVID-19. 

To qualify for the protections afforded under subdivision (d) above, a tenant must 

do three of the following: 

(a)  Notify the landlord in writing before rent is due that the tenant has a 

covered reason for delayed payment. For purposes of this Order, "in writing" includes 

email or text communications to a landlord or the landlord's representative with whom 

the tenant has previously corresponded by email or text; 

(b)  Provide the landlord with verifiable documentation to support the assertion 

of a covered reason for delayed payment. Any financial information provided to the 

landlord shall be held in confidence, and only used for evaluating the tenant's claim; and 

(c)  Pay all that portion of rent that the tenant is able to pay.  

If a tenant complies with the requirements of this Section, a landlord shall not 

serve a notice pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure sections 1161 and 1162, 

file or prosecute an unlawful detainer action based on a three-day pay or quit notice, or 

otherwise endeavor to evict the tenant for nonpayment of rent. 
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The tenant is not relieved of liability for the unpaid rent after expiration of this 

moratorium. Tenants who were afforded eviction protection under this ordinance shall 

have up to six (6) months after the City of Watsonville proclaims the termination of the 

local public health emergency to pay their landlord all unpaid rent.  

This Order shall be punishable as set forth in Chapter 2 of Article 1 of the 

Watsonville Municipal Code. In addition, this Order grants a defense if an unlawful 

detainer action is commenced in violation of this Order. 

SECTION 2. PUBLICATION. 
 

This ordinance shall be published in the Watsonville Register-Pajaronian and/or 

Santa Cruz Sentinel in compliance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of 

Watsonville. 

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

The City Council of the City of Watsonville hereby finds that there is a current 

and immediate threat to the public health, safety and/or welfare and a need for 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety. The directives from health 

officials to contain the spread of COVID-19 have resulted in loss of business, furloughs, 

loss of wages, and lack of work for employees. This emergency measure is warranted 

to protect tenants who are unable to pay rent due to wage losses caused by the effects 

of COVID-19.  

Because of its urgency, this ordinance shall be in force and take effect 

immediately. It shall remain in effect until the local public health emergency declared by 

the Watsonville City Council on March 10, 2020 is terminated. 

 
****************************** 
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Moratorium on Evictions for COVID-19 Now!
1 message

Kiernan Colby < Mon, Mar 16, 2020 at 7:37 PM
Reply-To: 
To: citycouncil@cityofwatsonville.org

Watsonville City Council,

In light of this public health crisis, when it’s imperative that families be stably housed, I call on
you, our elected officials, to enact the following measures for as long as all residents of Santa
Cruz County, regardless of immigration status, are substantially affected by COVID-19:

1) An Immediate Moratorium on Rent Increases and Evictions

2) Immediate End to Displacing Unhoused Encampments

3) Emergency Rental or Mortgage Assistance

4) Prevent Utility Shut-Offs and Halt Fees

5) Immediately Deploy More Public Hand Washing Stations and Port-a-Potties

Kiernan Colby 

, California 95060

The City Council received over 250 emails similar since Monday, March 16, 2020.
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