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Code Enforcement



What is Code Enforcement?

The code enforcement program is not intended to be selective or 
discriminatory against any one individual, group, or business. 

The City of Watsonville places a high priority on code enforcement 
as a means of accomplishing adopted community goals, such as: 

Maintaining the 
quality of 

neighborhoods, 
Avoiding nuisances

Protecting the health, 
and safety of all our 

city residents



Personnel

3 Code Enforcement Officers:

 Ruben Vargas

 Claudia Leonor

 Anthony Montero



Code Cases 

• Roughly 95% of the cases have 
been resolved and closed 
FY22-23.

Over 450 Code 
Enforcement Cases 

were activated during 
fiscal year 2022-23.

• 275 cases resolved and closed to 
date.

In fiscal year 2023-
2024: 320 cases 

activated to date.

• Each case varies in length of 
time depending on the type of 
violations.

The remaining cases 
will be closed as 

compliance is 
achieved.



Types of Complaints

•Adopted Jan. 1, 2023

2021 International Property Maintenance Code 
(IPMC)

Property Maintenance WMC 5-33.03

Zoning Violations WMC 14-16

Illegal Construction WMC 8-1.105

•Memorials, Flower Vendors

Enforcement of Public Works/PD Regulations



Fences

Before After



Overgrown/Neglected

Landscaping

Before After



Maintenance of

Exterior Premises

Before After



Maintenance of 
Exterior Premises

Before After



Parking on

Unimproved Surfaces

Before After



Parking Facilities

Before After



Zoning Violations

Before After



Illegal Construction/Stop Work

Before After



Illegal Construction



Signage



Signage



Signage



Memorials/Encroachment



How Do I File a Complaint?

Visiting the Community 
Development 
Department located at 
250 Main Street

Call (831) 768-3050



Online Complaints

Submit complaints online 

at: www.watsonville.gov



Ruben Vargas

Sr. Code Enforcement Officer 

City of Watsonville 

ruben.vargas@watsonville.gov

Questions?


