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What is code enforcement

Code Enforcement is the process by which local 
governments ensure compliance with State and local laws, 
codes, and ordinances related to:

• Building
• Zoning 
• Housing 
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Adopted codes

• California Building Code
• California Health and Safety Code
• Watsonville Municipal Code
• International Property Maintenance Code (to be adopted)
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Why is code enforcement 
important 

Code Enforcement plays a crucial role by ensuring:

• Buildings and properties are safe and meet certain 
standards.

• Residents and businesses live and work in a safe and 
healthy environment.

• Maintaining the overall property values in our 
community.
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Code CASES
Fiscal
Year Open cases Closed cases Staff

2021/22 421 413 3 

2022/23 327 317 2 

2023/24 539 522 3 

2024/25 261 237 2.5 
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Property 
Maintenance

• Unkept properties

• Graffiti

• Neglected/overgrown landscaping

• Storage of in-operable vehicles
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Building 
Code Violations

• Non-permitted Additions

• Structural Hazards

• Hazardous Wiring

• Faulty Plumbing
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Zoning 
Violations

• Unpermitted structures or uses 

• Signage

• Inadequate setbacks
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homelessness
• Accumulation of personal belongings

• Trash and debris

• Human and Animal feces
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Street Vendors
• Flower Vendors

• Food Vendors

• Cell phone Stands
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Fire Damaged
homes

• Secure premises (board-up all openings)

• Removal/Cleanup of debris

• Obtaining building permit
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Boat 
and Recreational
vehicle storage

• Parking on the front yard setback

• Going over the curb

• Parking on unimproved surfaces
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Enforcement Steps

Notice of 
Violation

 Municipal Code requires that we issues a warning (Notice of 
Violation).

 Property owner given timelines to comply with Ordinance/Code.

Administrative 
Citations

 If compliance not attained by due date.  An Administrative Citation
is issued and a new timeline given.

 Additional Citations may be issued for continued non-compliance.

Recordation 
of notice of 
violation

 A Notice of Code Violation is recorded against the property to 
ensure prospective buyers are aware of violations.
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How to file a 
complaint

Visiting the Community Development 
Department located 250 Main Street
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Call (831) 768-3050
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Online Complaints

Submit complaints online 
at: www.watsonville.gov
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NEXT STEPS
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• Identify City Council code enforcement priorities

• Possible Future Study Session:
• City Council priorities
• Reactive versus proactive code enforcement and 

staffing levels
• New ordinances and other tools



Thank you

Ruben Vargas
250 main street
Ruben.vargas@watsonville.gov
831-768-3063
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