Is flexibility for siting ADU parking recommended?

Yes. Local agencies should be flexible when siting parking for ADUs. Off-street parking
spaces for the ADU shall be permitted in setback areas in locations determined by the
local agency or through tandem parking unless specific findings are made. Specific
findings must be based on specific site or regional topographical or fire and life safety
conditions.

When a garage, carport, or covered parking structure is demolished in conjunction with
the construction ofan ADU, or converted to an ADU, the local agency shall not require
that those off-street parking spaces for the primary unit be replaced. (Gov. Code, 8§
65852.2, subd. (a)(1)(D)(xi).)

D)Setbacks

Can setbacks be required for ADUs?

Yes. A local agency may impose development standards, such as setbacks, for the
creation of ADUs. However, setbacks should not unduly constrain the creation of ADUs
and cannot be required for ADUs proposed pursuant to subdivision (e). Further, a
setback of no more than four feet from the side and rear lot lines shall be required for an
attached or detached ADU. (Gov. Code, 8 65852.2, subd. (a)(1)(D)(vii).) Additional
setback requirements may be required in the Coastal Zone if required by a local Coastal
Program. Setback requirements must also comply with any recorded utility easements or
other previously recorded setback restrictions.

No setback shall be required for an ADU created within an existing living area or
accessory structure or an ADU created in a new structure in the same location as an
existing structure, while not exceeding the existing dimensions, including height. (Gov.
Code, § 65852.2, subd. (a)(1)(D)(vii).)

A local agency may also allow the expansion of a detached structure being converted
into an ADU when the existing structure does not have four-foot rear and side
setbacks. A local agency may also allow the expansion area of a detached structure
being converted into an ADU to have no setbacks, or setbacks ofless than four feet, if
the existing structure has no setbacks, or has setbacks of less than four feet,
respectively. A local agency shall not require setbacks of more than four feet for the
expanded area of a detached structure being converted into an ADU.

A local agency may still apply front yard setbacks for ADUs, but front yard setbacks
cannot preclude an ADU of at least 800 square feet and must not unduly constrain the
creation of all types of ADUs. (Gov. Code, 865852.2, subd. (c) and (e).)
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