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5/28/2021 

City of Watsonville Planning Commission 
250 Main Street  
Watsonville, California 95076 

Re: Support for Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore relocation to Watsonville 

Dear Commissioners, 

Community Bridges | Puentes de la Comunidad is in favor of, and fully supports Habitat’s ReStore’s move to 

Watsonville. As a key advocate of affordable housing, the ReStores raise funds that allow Habitat for 

Humanity Monterey Bay to help finance and support its critical mission to provide affordable housing 

opportunities to the clients and staff we serve. We also know that through their annual revenues of close to 

1mm dollars the sales tax generated will positively affect our community.  

In addition to providing funding for the affordable housing programs, the ReStores also provides 
employment opportunities to local residents who seek low barrier work and opportunities. In addition, 
ReStore will help support a green and environmentally friendly economy by ensuring access to new and 
gently used building materials for homeowners, thus reducing the amount of items going to the landfill. 

We are here with open arms to welcome another mission critical social service to the neighborhood, and 
hope to have the support of the planning commission to approve their special use permit so that Habitat for 
Humanity Monterey Bay, can continue to add to the number of local families who have been matched with an 
affordable home built by this organization.  

We urge that you continue to see nonprofits as an ally to revitalization. Across the nation, we see nonprofits 

being the first to look for opportunities, to act, and to bring vibrancy, foot traffic and investment to 

communities. While outcomes of such efforts are often highly beneficial to the communities they are 

frequently met with hesitation and red tape. We hope that you will see this as the opportunity that it is, and 

we welcome you to come visit and see the investments we have made at our location versus the deferred 

maintenance left by the previous owner and commercial landlord of our property at 521 Main Street.  

Sincerely, 

Cc: Satish Rishi 
Chief Executive Officer, Habitat for Humanity Monterey Bay 

, Community Bridges
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June 1, 2021 
 
 
To:  Watsonville City Planning Commission 
 
 
On behalf of the Pajaro Valley Chamber of Commerce, we would like to support the proposed Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore location in downtown Watsonville.   
 
ReStore is a retail store and not to be confused with a thrift or second-hand store.  They accept donations of 
new and gently used construction materials, furniture, appliances and household items, including new doors, 
windows, flooring, lumber, shower stalls and faucets.   
 
The ReStores serve three main purposes.  
 
One, through donations, they raise money which is used for building affordable homes in the community. 
Businesses, organizations and individuals donate new and gently used products, which are sold to raise money, 
which goes into supporting their affordable housing programs. To date, they have built fifty-five homes and 
enabled over sixty low-income families find homes and become a part of a community.  
 
Second, through their flexible work schedule, they provide employment to members of the community as well 
as an opportunity for others to volunteer.  They will employ three full-time employees and five part-time 
employees at the Watsonville ReStore. Some of their part-time workers are students and others are residents 
who require a flexible schedule. In addition to employment, they also expect to collect around $70k in sales 
tax, which also benefits the local community. 
 
Third, they reduce the amount of materials going into landfill and allow many gently used items to provide 
benefit to a second or third owner, prolonging the product’s useful life. In 2020 the Santa Cruz ReStore 
diverted over 450 tons of reusable goods from the landfill. 
 
They are planning on relocating their Santa Cruz ReStore to 555 Main Street in Watsonville. They look forward 
to serving a major part of their clientele living in Watsonville and the surrounding area; contribute to the 
Watsonville tax base; and address global warming issues by recycling useable materials, furniture, and 
clothing, which are all products many Watsonville customers need.  
 
Thank you and we look forward to welcoming Habitat for Humanity ReStore to their Watsonville location soon. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Shaz Roth 
President/CEO 
Pajaro Valley Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture 

           Shaz Roth
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