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ORDINANCE NO.   Introduction  (CM) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
WATSONVILLE AMENDING ARTICLE 8 (WATER EFFICIENT 
LANDSCAPING ORDINANCE) OF CHAPTER 3 (CITY UTILITIES) OF 
TITLE 6 (SANITATION AND HEALTH) OF THE WATSONVILLE 
MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADDING SECTION 6-3.803 (WATER EFFICIENT 
LANDSCAPING) TO COMPLY WITH STATE MANDATED ORGANIC 
WASTE DISPOSAL REQUIREMENT 
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o-0-o 
 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill (SB) 1383, the Short-lived Climate Pollutant Reduction Act 

of 2016, requires the California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 

(CalRecycle) to develop regulations to reduce organics in landfills as a source of 

methane. As adopted by CalRecycle, these SB 1383 regulations (SB 1383 Regulations) 

place requirements on multiple entities including the City, residential households, 

commercial businesses and business owners, commercial edible food generators, 

haulers, self-haulers, food recovery organizations, and food recovery services to support 

achievement of statewide organic waste disposal reduction targets, and 

 WHEREAS, Senate Bill 1383 SB 1383 requires the City to adopt a Water Efficient 

Landscaping ordinance in accordance with the State’s Model Water Efficient Landscape 

Ordinance (MWELO), Sections 492.6(a)(3)(B), (C), (D) and (G) in order to comply with 

requirements mandated by SB 1383 including enforcement mechanisms. 
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 WHEREAS, this Ordinance implements the requirements of the State’s MWELO 

Regulations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. ENACTMENT. 
 

Article 8 (Water Efficient Landscaping Ordinance) of Chapter 3 (City Utilities) of 

Title 6 (Sanitation and Health) of the Watsonville Municipal Code is hereby amended by 

adding Section 6-3.803 (Water Efficient Landscaping) to read in words and figures as 

follows:  

CHAPTER 3 CITY UTILITIES 
ARTICLE 8. WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING ORDINANCE 

 
Sec. 6-3.803 Water Efficient Landscaping. 
 

(a) Property owners or their building or landscape designers, including anyone 

requiring a building or planning permit, plan check, or landscape design review from the 

City, who are constructing a new (Single-Family, Multi-Family, public, institutional, or 

Commercial) project with a landscape area greater than 500 square feet, or rehabilitating 

an existing landscape with a total landscape area greater than 2,500 square feet, shall 

comply with Sections 492.6(a)(3)(B) (C), (D), and (G) of the MWELO, including sections 

related to use of Compost and mulch as delineated in this Section. 

(b) The following Compost and mulch use requirements that are part of the 

MWELO are now also included as requirements of this ordinance. Other requirements of 

the MWELO are in effect and can be found in 23 CCR, Division 2, Chapter 2.7.  

(c) Property owners or their building or landscape designers that meet the 

threshold for MWELO compliance outlined in Section (a) above shall: 
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(1) Comply with Sections 492.6 (a)(3)(B)(C), (D) and (G) of the MWELO, 

which requires the submittal of a landscape design plan with a soil preparation, 

mulch, and amendments section to include the following:  

(i) For landscape installations, Compost at a rate of a minimum 

of four cubic yards per 1,000 square feet of permeable area shall be 

incorporated to a depth of six (6) inches into the soil. Soils with greater than 

six percent (6%) organic matter in the top six (6) inches of soil are exempt 

from adding Compost and tilling. 

(ii) For landscape installations, a minimum three- (3-) inch layer 

of mulch shall be applied on all exposed soil surfaces of planting areas 

except in turf areas, creeping or rooting groundcovers, or direct seeding 

applications where mulch is contraindicated.  To provide habitat for 

beneficial insects and other wildlife up to five percent (5%) of the landscape 

area may be left without mulch. Designated insect habitat must be included 

in the landscape design plan as such. 

(iii) Organic mulch materials made from recycled or post-

consumer materials shall take precedence over inorganic materials or virgin 

forest products unless the recycled post-consumer organic products are not 

locally available. Organic mulches are not required where prohibited by 

local fuel modification plan guidelines or other applicable local ordinances. 

(2) The MWELO compliance items listed in this Section are not an 

inclusive list of MWELO requirements; therefore, property owners or their building 
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or landscape designers that meet the threshold for MWELO compliance outlined 

in Section (a) shall consult the full MWELO for all requirements. 

(d) If, after the adoption of this ordinance, the California Department of Water 

Resources, or its successor agency, amends 23 CCR, Division 2, Chapter 2.7, Sections 

492.6(a)(3)(B) (C), (D), and (G) of the MWELO September 15, 2015 requirements in a 

manner that requires City to incorporate the requirements of an updated MWELO in a 

local ordinance, and the amended requirements include provisions more stringent than 

those required in this Section, the revised requirements of 23 CCR, Division 2, Chapter 

2.7 shall be enforced. 

SECTION 2. CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT. 
 

The City Council finds that this Ordinance is exempt from the provisions of the 

California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) pursuant to Section 15060(c)(2) and 

15060(c)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines, because it will not result in a direct or 

reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment and is not a “project,” 

as defined in Section 15378 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. 
  
 If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of 

this Ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, is for any reason held to 

be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the validity 

or enforceability of the remaining sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, 

sentences, clauses or phrases of this Ordinance, or its application to any other person or 

circumstance.  The City Council declares that it would have adopted each section, 

subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase hereof, irrespective of the 
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fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, 

sentences, clauses or phrases hereof be declared invalid or unenforceable. 

SECTION 4. PUBLICATION. 
 

This ordinance shall be published in the Watsonville Register-Pajaronian and/or 

Santa Cruz Sentinel in compliance with the provisions of the Charter of the City of 

Watsonville. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 

This ordinance shall be in force and take effect thirty (30) days after its final 

adoption. 

****************************** 


